
BOXTED PARISH COUNCIL – ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – MAY 2013  

The Minutes of the  Annual Parish  Meeting held on Wednesday 8th May 2013 commencing at 7.00pm at Boxted 

Village Hall, Cage Lane, Boxted, Colchester, Essex. 

Present: 

Chairman:              Councillor T Brentnall 

Vice Chairman:  Councillor Mrs A McLauchlan   

Councillors: Councillor S Lawrence, Councillor B Grant, Councillor G Pugh and Councillor D 

Thomas, Councillor Mrs T Wells 

The Clerk to the Council:  Mrs D Humphris 

Also present: Essex County Councillor Anne Brown, Colchester Borough Councillor Nigel Chapman, 6 members of 

the public. 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
RESOLVED: to accept apologies for absence from Councillor H Large and Councillor Mrs R Cryer. 

2. THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH  MEETING HELD ON 9th MAY 2012       

RESOLVED: (unanimously) to approve the Minutes (previously circulated) as a true record for       

signature by the Chairman. 

3. ANNUAL REPORTS OF CLUBS AND SOCIETIES 

The Clerk confirmed that all written reports received would be available on the Parish Council website. 

 

The Chairman read extracts from the written reports of the following clubs: 

Boxted Art and Crafts Club 

Dr. Rev. Tim Bull 

Boxted St Peter’s Church 

Boxted Village Hall 

Boxted Airfield Historical Group 

Boxted Reading Group 

Boxted Evergreen Club 

 

Verbal reports were given at the meeting as follows: 

Community Police Team 

PCSO Hayley Howe – PCSO Howe introduced herself as a member of the Community Policing Team and 

gave brief details of contact details for NCT who deal with investigating all crimes ad Response and Patrol 

teams who respond to all 999 Calls. She advised that the Neighbourhood teams do provide 24 hour cover 

and PCSO’S are genrally available from 8am until midnight. PCSO Howe advised that Boxted is still a low 

crime area and she gave brief details of some of the crimes reported this year such as burglary and theft 

from vehicles and a few neighbour disputes.She circulated a list with all necessary contact details. 

Women’s Institute 

Anne Newman gave a run down of various event during the year including lots of different speakers such as 

the Chaplian of Chelmsford Prison. Severla outings have taken place including a trip to Layer Marney 

Tower and the shoe factory at Norwich. A choir has been formed which sung at the Church at Christmas. 

The Annual group meeting which include 6 different branches of the WI met at Boxted Village Hall and 

£575 was raised for Guide Dogs for the Blind. The Annual coffee morning in aid of McMillan Nurses is 

scheduled to go ahead in September. They were pleased to confirm that membership was now nearing 30 

members particularly as this is the 85th birthday year of Boxted WI. 

Footpath Walkers 

Anne Newman advised that Mike Newman who has been the walks leader for many years was now unable 

to continue and hence a new volunteer was needed to carry on walking the footpaths and ensuring that they 

are kept open. The walks usually take place on the first Sunday of each month. 

Boxted Archive 

Anne Newman advised that she continues her work in managing Boxted archives and that Boxted has been 

mentioned in the Journal of Medical Biography in America. She thanked the Council for their £50 donation 

towards maintaining the archives which will be used to purchase the special boxes required to store papers 

in good condition. She mentioned that the Council should consider allocating a suitable space to store the 

village archives in the near future as her capacity for storing things at her home was fast becoming used up 

and also to try to make the archives available for anyone who is interested to view these. 

Colchester Borough Councillor 

Councillor Nigel Chapman gave a brief report as per attached Appendix ‘a’. 

Essex County Councillor 



Councillor Anne Brown advised that she works closely with Nigel Chapman on many matters affecting 

Boxted. 

She gave a brief update relating to the Local Highways Panel funding, of which she is the Chairman and 

advised that £1m funding was granted last year for small highways projects by this panel and another £1m 

has been made available for 2013/2014. 

Councillor Brown advised that the Colchester Borough Council Community Wardens have wide reaching 

powers and the parish council would be well advised to look at any assistance they can gain from that 

source. 

Councillor Brown gave some information about County Council budgets for 2013/2014 including the fact 

that almost 25% of the total budget is used for elderly care in Essex totalling around £0.5 billion. 

She advised that £34m of extra funding has been made available to deal with the problem of potholes this 

year and for the following three years and that North Colchester/Constable wards have more potholes than 

anywhere else in the County, and that it was important to make sure that every pothole is reported ASAP. 

3. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

Neighbourhood Development Plan 

The Chairman advised that the main item of business for Boxted Parish Council this year has been the 

Neighbourhood Development Plan which has got off to a good start with a good committee which includes 

lots of non councillor volunteers. The recent village questionnaire appeared to have a slightly disappointing 

response at around10% but this could be down to the fact that people returned only one questionnaire per 

household rather than one each. Lots of issues had been highlighted by the questionnaire including traffic 

issues and the importance of Boxted’s relationship to surrounding countryside and maintaining a ‘buffer’ 

between Colchester and Boxted. All aspects of the Neighbourhood Plan have been well planned and 

everything is currently running to schedule. 

Walnut Orchard Footpaths 

The Chairman advised that we now have fourteen witness statements to support our case to re-open the 

footpaths with more expected and it was hoped that we could get at least 20. The cut off date for receipt of 

these statements has now been set at 31st May 2013 at which point the relevant forms will be completed and 

sent to Essex County Council to pursue this matter. 

4. QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC –  

There were some questions from the public as to how to obtain the necessary forms to complete in respect 

of the re-opening of the Walnut Orchard footpaths and the Clerk took names and addresses so that paper 

copies could be sent. 

 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.50pm 

 

 

CHAIRMAN                                                       DATE 

 

 APPENDIX ‘A’ –  

 

Report by Colchester Borough Councillor Nigel Chapman 
 
Planning in many guises has been a feature of this year for me! 
 
I returned to the Planning Committee as a member this year; it meets every two weeks to 
consider applications and visits sites as necessary. Some councillors specialise in Planning but I 
tend to dip in and dip out, which gives me a regular and helpful insight into how things are 

perceived by planners –both local and national. 
 
I am a member of Boxted’s Neighbourhood Plan Committee and supported Lucy Carpenter and 
Ros Cryer in meetings with the Planning Policy Team at the Borough Council. I am convinced 
that this initiative will prove very beneficial to the village and as a resident I appreciate all the 
work that is being undertaken by that committee. 
 
As ward councillor and also as chairman of the Joint Advisory Committee of the Dedham Vale 
AONB & Stour Valley Project (JAC), I had a number of meetings with Borough planners to discuss 
the Horkesley Park application. I spoke in the latter capacity at the Planning Committee 



meeting. The JAC remains concerned about the impact on the AONB of the development in its 
wider setting and specifically in the Chinese Garden that is actually in the AONB.  The 
Applicants have now appealed and the final decision will be for the Communities and Local 
Government Minister, Eric Pickles. 
 

I have also spent time with the Borough planning officers discussing Orchard Farm, Wet Lane. A 
Tree Preservation Order was served on the Walnut trees –a blanket order such as that is unusual 
if not unique.  Enforcement action concerning the ‘farm yard’ site is now underway. 
 
There have been one or two other planning issues that have warranted regular conversation 
with the Borough’s officers –this all adds up to an uncommonly busy year in the ward, 
particularly in our village, from a Planning perspective. 
 
Together with Anne Brown our County Councillor I have been involved in the controversial 
introduction of speed restrictions along Straight  and Langham Roads, the footway to link up 
Windmill Close and Newman Way along Straight Road, which is due very soon, and we have both 
reported numerous pot holes, which are usually eventually filled in. 
 
As well as my work in the Dedham Vale I continue as vice chair of Colchester Borough Homes, 
which manages the housing stock and some housing services for the Council. In Boxted we are 
very lucky that one of the tenants is what we call a ‘Village Voice’,  and she has been doing 
sterling work in maintaining the neighbourhood around Cross Cottages and Dedham Road, and 
who recently led the way in a major ‘clean up’ of that area. 

Finally, may take this opportunity to issue an invitation to the annual Forum Conference of the 
Dedham Vale Project at Assington Village Hall on 4th June commencing at 9.45am. There will be 
a programme of speakers in the morning, lunch and various workshops and site visits early 
afternoon. Please ask me for further details. 
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