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BOXTED PARISH COUNCIL 

FEBRUARY 2014 

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 12TH January 

2014 commencing at 7.00pm at Boxted Sports and Social Club, Cage Lane, 

Boxted, Colchester, Essex. 

Present: 

Chairman:             Councillor T Brentnall 

Vice Chairman:  Councillor Mrs A McLauchlan   

Councillors: Councillor Mrs R Cryer, Councillor G Pugh 

Neighbourhood Development Plan Committee Members: 

 Mr S Mann. 

Also present: The Clerk to the Council 

1 member of the public 

103/13     APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

RESOL VED: to accept apologies for absence from Councillor H 

Large, Councillor S Lawrence and Councillor Mrs T Wells 

104/13 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST None 

105/13 THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 8TH January 2014       

RESOLVED: to approve the minutes (previously circulated) for 

signature by the Chairman of the meeting. 

The minutes for the November 2013 meeting will be circulated for 

approval at the March meeting. 

 The Chairman advised that there would be no separate committee 

meeting this evening but that the business of the Neighbourhood 

Development Plan Committee would be incorporated within the 

main parish council meeting. 

106/13 

 

 

CLERK’S REPORT 

The Clerk reported as follows: 
PLANNING 
DECISION NOTICES 
132272 – 24 Straight Road Boxted – Proposed side and rear extension - APPROVED 
HIGHWAYS 
Issue reported re overgrown hedges at junction of Cook’s Hill/Dedham Road– matter 
reported to Essex County Council for action. Ref no. 2285013 
Road signs at bottom of Parsonage Hill and near Church junction fallen over and 
reported for repair. 
LITTLE OWLS PRE-SCHOOL 
Little Owls raised concerns about slippery path due to ice during January. Have 
advised that the Parish Council do have a supply of salt but that we are dependent on 
volunteers to do this (Barry Took). They have agreed to keep a small store of salt 
which we could provide and spread this on the path themselves as and when needed 
if Barry not available – they could do this as volunteers for the parish council and 
therefore be covered by our insurance. RESOLVED: to approve expenditure up to £30 
to purchase a hand spreader and snow shovel.  
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RECREATION GROUND 
Dogs - Complaints received about dogs using the recreation ground. Note put in 
Boxted and Langham newsletter to remind villagers that field out of bounds to dogs 
and note to clubs using the Sports and Social Club asking them to help enforce this. 
NO DOGS signs being organised. 
Storm Damage/ General Maintenance - Barry Took authorised to trim debris/broken 
branches from trees around the recreation ground that hinder the grasscutting. 
Fencing – new fencing order placed for fencing around children’s play area. Work to 
be completed mid February. 
EMERGENCY HEALTH AND SAFETY ACTION – DAMAGED TREE - Tree on recreation 
ground badly damaged by the storm and in danger of falling over. Clerk attempted to 
get 4 quotes for urgent action but two days later only one had been received and due 
to the urgency of the situation the contractor was instructed to act immediately. 
RESOLVED: to ratify emergency spending of £450 to take down the tree. 
POPLAR TREE CLOSE TO VILLAGE HALL – this tree needs pollarding and as it is not 
considered urgent three quotes will be obtained for consideration at the March 
meeting. 
VILLAGE MAINTENANCE 
In progress – Clerk putting together a Village Maintenance plan for Council approval 
to try to ensure that hedge cutting, litter picking, weed killing and other routine 
maintenance is pro-actively managed in future. 
CAMPING CLOSE – Repairs completed to car park surface. RESOLVED: to authorise 
£660 transfer from Camping Close funds to cover the cost of the repairs. 
SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB 
Lease - Enquiries made to Essex Association of Local Council to ascertain the legality 
of potentially providing a lease should a newly incorporated company limited by 
guarantee be formed with the intention of running the Sports and Social Club. They 
have confirmed that this is all in order but that any lease should be professionally 
drawn up to ensure matters are clear as to who is responsible for what i.e. insurance. 
Hedge - Message received that hedge alongside car park has not been cut this year – 
David Isted instructed to cut ASAP. 
Annual Invoices – These have now been sent. Cricket Club £1550 – paid £1162.50 
further £387.50 due. Ladies Football Club £1950 due. Men’s Football Club £1300 due. 
Also covering letter with advice about 5% increase to fees for 2014/2015 
Bank Account – Two cheques held over from last month as no funds in SSC account 
and further payments due this month necessitate a transfer from Parish Council 
current account to assist with cash flow pending receipt of annual subscriptions as 
detailed above. £3500 transferred 11/2/14. 
Elmy Landscapes – We have been chased by Elmy re two invoices outstanding from 
August 2013. These related to agreed works organised by Cricket Club but invoices 
never forwarded to parish council for payment hence we had no knowledge of them 
until we were chased for payment. 
Annual Fire Extinguisher Certificate – Expires March 2014. Reminder sent to Stephen 
Whybrow. 
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
HILL FARM SITE 
Revised plans with additional (visitor) parking spaces incorporated – (circulated) 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING 
Hill Farm Site - Moira Groborz Rural Housing Enabler at Rural Community Council of 
Essex has been asked to help us in these early stages to negotiate and draw up 
suitable agreements with the developers and Colchester Borough Council, to ensure 
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that affordable housing on this site is prioritised for Boxted villagers or those with 
direct family and/or work ties in the village and does not simply become additional 
social housing stock for Colchester Borough Council. 
RURAL BROADBAND 
Essex County Council roll out of superfast broadband is scheduled for Boxted in April 
2014. This information has been included in this month’s newsletter. 
OTHER MATTERS 
DONATION TO VILLAGE HISTORY RECORDER 
We have received a request for a donation to Village History Recorder – due to 
Clerk’s error this was omitted from this month’s agenda and so will appear on March 
agenda. 
GRANT FUNDING 
Invoices supplied and details verified with Colchester Borough Council re 
replacement Oak Gate Posts and funding of £625 from Councillor Nigel Chapman’s 
Locality Budget expected imminently 
RECYCLING CONTAINERS – LOCAL PICK UP POINT 
Request received from Colchester Borough Council for a local collection point for 
recycling bags and containers. Fillpotts Nursery have been contacted to ask whether 
they would assist with this – response awaited. 
COUNCIL FILING AND ARCHIVES 
Have made substantial progress sorting through some 15 boxes of unsorted/unfiled 
paperwork passed to me by previous clerk. Annette Whybrow has agreed to take 
anything of historic value that the Essex Records Office won’t take. Clerk will be 
making arrangements to hand this all over shortly but a catalogue will be retained on 
council files of documents handed over and to whom for future reference. 
BUDGET/PRECEPT  
Forms for this year’s precept sent to Colchester Borough Council within the deadline 
of 3rd February. Note to be included in March newsletter (to co-incide with receipt of 
this year’s council tax bills) pointing out no increase to Parish Council element of 
Council tax for second year running. 
WALKING GROUP 
Colchester based walking group have been given permission to use the Village Hall 
Car Park on Thursday 10th April between 11am and 1am for an organised walk around 
Boxted. Usually around 12 cars. 
Correspondence received: 
Essex County Council and Anne Brown – copied in to correspondence - two local 
residents concerned about the possibility of losing a bridlepath at Enfield’s Farm after 
its sale –Essex County Council investigating claims that the conditions of sale last time 
included a permissive bridlepath route on the land and/or whether the existing route 
can be formalised. 
Colchester Borough Council – Crucial Crew for Older People event 2nd April 2014 

107/13 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC - None 

108/13 BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS – Colchester 

Borough Councillor Nigel Chapman sent his apologies for absence. 

109/13 PLANNING 

Members considered the following planning applications submitted 

to Colchester Borough Council and RESOLVED: to comment as 

follows: 
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140210 – Thatch Cottage Green Lane Boxted – Demolition of 

existing conservatory. Erection of new glazed link to and extension 

of the existing annexe building. Conversion of garage to music 

room. Erection of new garage connecting to the new extension to 

the annexe building. NO OBJECTIONS 

110/13 NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

a) Proposed new village green Hill Farm site. 

RESOLVED: that the parish council would like to manage 

this site together with the screening trees around the site. The 

Council will negotiate with the landowner if plans are 

approved for the residential development and ask for this land 

to be gifted to the Council. 

b) Affordable Housing – Hill Farm site 

A note from Karen Syrett at Colchester Borough Council 

expressed the opinion that it may be possible to incorporate 

affordable housing on the site in the Neighbourhood 

Development Plan with evidence of need supported by the 

recent housing needs survey, with a mechanism in place to 

ensure that housing is allocated to local people and/or 

cascaded out to other local villages to ensure this is kept 

available for local people. 

c) Walnut Orchards it has come to the attention of the Council 

that this site may be up for sale and it was RESOLVED: that 

the Parish Council should make enquiries with a view to 

raising funds to purchase this and preserve it as a Community 

Asset. With this in mind the clerk will liaise with Essex 

Association of Local Councils to establish more information 

about registering this site as a Community Asset and about 

the Community right to bid for such sites. The Clerk will also 

make enquiries to establish agents selling the land and make 

some initial enquiries about price etc. 

111/13 SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB 

a) Structure 

The Chairman updated members and advised that the plan 

was still to go ahead with organising a Company limited by 

guarantee to run the club with a lease for the building from 

the Parish Council.  

b) Building refurbishment  

Some discussion ensued about the recent building survey 

which highlighted around £30k of urgent works needed to the 

building and it was agreed that the Clerk should organise 

quotes for the work with a view to applying for funding 

perhaps from this year’s Community Initiatives Fund. 
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112/13 EMERGENCY TREE WORK 

A tree on the recreation ground was seriously damaged in the recent 

storm. The Clerk sought four urgent quotes to remove the tree with 

Health and Safety implications and only one quote having been 

received by the weekend the Clerk authorised the work to go ahead 

at a cost of £450. RESOLVED: to ratify the clerk’s actions  

113/13 VILLAGE FETE 

RESOLVED: to approve a request from local volunteers to 

organise a Village Fete and Dog show for June 14th on King George 

Field. 

114/13 REPAIRS TO GANG MOWER 

RESOLVED: to approve the quote from P J Everett for £972.50 for 

repairs to the gang mower. 

115/13 PAYMENT Of ACCOUNTS 

RESOLVED: to approve payment of accounts presented by the 

clerk and detailed below incorporating standing orders, direct debits 

and cheques to be signed by the Councillor Pugh and Councillor 

McLauchlan in accordance with the bank mandate. 
BOXTED PARISH COUNCIL PAYMENTS LIST FEBRUARY 2014  

PAYEE 
 

VAT NET DETAILS 

STANDING 

ORDER 

Mrs D Humphris 681.86  681.86 Feb salary s/o  

001094 Mrs D Humphris  84.42   84.42 Net payment re NDP 

hours 

001095 Mrs D Humphris 410.00  410.00 Annual Working from 

home allowance 

001096 Accent Stationers  24.45 4.08  20.37 Stationery and stamps 

001097 Mr B Took 350  350 Various handyman tasks  

001098 Mr R Andrews   84    84 Grasscutting 

001099 Anglia Skip Hire 660 110 550 Camping Close Repairs 

Funds to be transferred 

from Camping Close 

Charity Account. 

001100 One Man and his Log 450 
 

450 Tree work auth min 

112/13 

SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB 

CHEQUE NO PAYEE 
 

Vat NET DETAILS 

STANDING 

ORDER 

Mrs E Mckay 89.19  89.19 Feb salary 

000071 Colchester 

Borough Council 

107.82  107.82 Monthly trade waste 

bill Jan/Feb 
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DIRECT 

DEBIT  

EON 140.34 6.68 133.66 Monthly electric Jan 

DIRECT 

DEBIT 

BRITISH 

TELECOM 

48.15  48.15 Tel. bill Jan. 

000072 Elmy Landscapes 1123.97 187.33 936.64 Renovation to  

Cricket Outfield 

Approved min 

no.033/11 April 2013 

000073 Elmy Landscapes 152.04 25.34 126.70 Weed spraying 

Cricket outfield 

approved min 

no.033/11 April  

2013 

000074 George J Goff 

Limited 

322.11 14.86 307.25 Oil supplies 

 TOTAL 
   

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

CHEQUE 

NO 

PAYEE 
 

Vat Net DETAILS 

000022 Navigus Planning 690 115 550 Planning 

Consultant 

000023 Boxted Parish Council 124.11  124.11 Clerical hours 

 TOTAL 
 

 
 

 

 

116/13 TIME AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Wednesday 12th March 2014 at 7pm at Boxted Village Hall. 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 

7.40pm. 
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