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BOXTED PARISH COUNCIL 

MARCH 2014 

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 12TH March 

2014 commencing at 7.00pm at Boxted Sports and Social Club, Cage Lane, 

Boxted, Colchester, Essex. 

Present: 

Chairman:             Councillor T Brentnall 

Vice Chairman:  Councillor Mrs A McLauchlan   

Councillors: Councillor Mrs R Cryer, Councillor S Lawrence, 

Council H Large; Councillor M Parratt 

Neighbourhood Development Plan Committee Members: 

Colchester Borough Councillor Nigel Chapman Mr S Mann Mrs C Damen 

Also present: The Clerk to the Council 

2 members of the public 

117/13     APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

RESOL VED: to accept apologies for absence from Councillor 

Mrs T Wells and Councillor G Pugh 

118/13 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

Councillor H Large declared a personal interest in Agenda item 9 

(b) as a neighbour of the property. 

Councillor Mrs A.McLauchlan declared a personal interest in 

Agenda item 11 as her son has submitted a quotation for tree works. 

119/13 THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON: 

Wednesday 13th November 2013 

Wednesday 12th February 2014  

RESOLVED: to approve the minutes (previously circulated) for 

signature by the Chairman of the meeting. 

 The Chairman advised that there would be no separate committee 

meeting this evening but that the business of the Neighbourhood 

Development Plan Committee would be incorporated within the 

main parish council meeting. 

120/13 CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR 

RESOLVED: to formally co-opt Mr M Parratt to one of the vacant 

council seats. The Clerk received his Declaration of Acceptance of 

Office and completed Register of Interests forms. 

121/13 

 

 

CLERK’S REPORT 

The Clerk reported as follows: 
Planning  
Ponderosa – Appeal and costs against CBC dismissed (details previously circulated) 
Decision Notices 
136203 – Ponderosa Cage Lane – Replacement of mobile home with permanent 
dwelling - REFUSE 
Archive filing 
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All boxes of filing now sorted. One box of files given to Annette Whybrow as Village 
Recorder to keep, one box prepared ready to be lodged at Essex Records Office; one 
box maintained for PC Records.  
Grant Funding 
£625 received from Nigel Chapman’s Councillor Locality Budget to pay for new oak 
gate posts for the Village Hall gate and contribution advertised in next month 
newsletter. 
Highways 
Various correspondence copied in from Essex County Councillor Anne Brown chasing 
re-instatement of signposts at junction of Straight Road/Langham Road. 
Correspondence from Anne Brown to Essex County Council re surface water 
problems at Langham Lane Boxted and flooding at Mill Road Boxted 
Repairs to Mower 
Peter Everett instructed to undertake repairs in accordance with quote approved last 
month 
Sports and Social Club - Refurbishment 
Specification being put together from recent building survey to obtain quotes with a 
view to submitting grant funding application to Essex County Council Community 
Initiatives Fund. Once spec.prepared details to be circulated to Sports clubs for input 
before obtaining quotes. 
Sports and Social Club Annual Subscriptions 
All subscriptions paid in full. 
Water Rates 
Water bills for Sports and Social Club and Village Hall for 2013/2014 still to be issued. 
Neighbourhood Development Plan 
One volunteer has come forward to assist with a community village shop should the 
project go ahead. 
Correspondence received and circulated 
Colchester Borough Council – Update from Town and Parish Clerk’s forum containing 
information about potential reduction in numbers of CBC councillors; ward changes; 
changes to audit procedures; details of potential new transparency rules. 
Colchester Borough Council – Focussed review of Colchester Local Plan post hearing 
modifications 
UK Power Networks – details of plans to deal with problems caused by extreme 
weather 
Rural Community Council of Essex – Details of Sport Relief funding available 
forwarded to S Whybrow for circulating to sports clubs. 

122/13 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC - None 

123/13 BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS – Colchester 

Borough Councillor Nigel Chapman gave an update on Essex 

County Council plans to deal with flooding. 

124/13 PLANNING 

Members considered the following planning applications submitted 

to Colchester Borough Council and RESOLVED: to comment as 

follows: 

142415 – 8 Accomodation Road Boxted – Removal of dilapidated 

outbuildings (sheds) and erection of detached general purpose 

agricultural/horticultural storage barn for use in conjunction with 

the existing smallholding on the site. NO COMMENTS 
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125/13 NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

a)Draft Document 

Members considered the draft NDP document previously circulated 

and agreed amendments as follows: 

Bridleways – should be referred to as Multi User paths; 

Section 9 - Smallholdings. Wording to be amended to reflect  

Agricultural covenants attached to smallholdings. 

b) Proposed new village green Hill Farm site. 

Members were advised that the landowners have confirmed that 

they would wish to retain ownership of the proposed new Village 

Green and after some discussion members confirmed that it would 

be the Council’s wish for this to be gifted to the Council so that it 

can be maintained as a local amenity.  

RESOLVED: to ask Navigus Planning to write to the landowners 

expressing the strength of opinion on this matter and asking for 

them to re-consider. 

c)NDP – next steps 

An outline of actions moving forward was given as follows: 

- Agree text of the NDP document 

- Draft to Colchester Borough Council for informal 

comment 

- Screening opinion – do we need strategic environmental 

assessment 

- First formal consultation: 6 week consultation period to 

include surrounding villages. 

d)Communications Plans 

Members discussed the need to ensure the community look and read 

the documents relating to the NDP. Ideas suggested included 

publishing online, leaflet drop, and regular articles on the monthly 

parish magazine, posters, use of local radio, contacting 

representatives of local clubs and societies and the local primary 

school. Also considered was the potential for a 

‘presentation/exhibition’ at the forthcoming Village Fete in June. 

e)Walnut Orchards and surrounding land 

Councillor H Large declared a personal interest. 

 

The Clerk advised that forms had now been submitted to Colchester 

Borough Council requesting that the Walnut Orchards should be 

registered as an Asset of Community Value. Colchester Borough 

Council have raised various queries about the Parish Council’s 

ability to be able to purchase and manage/maintain the orchards 

should these come up for sale at a later date. As the Orchards are 

currently for sale and due to go to auction at the end of March, 
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much discussion ensued about the possibility of being able to 

purchase the Orchards and the surrounding land (estimated value 

£350k). However, due to the timescales involved it was agreed that 

this was probably not feasible to consider at this point in time. 

However, there was general agreement that purchase of the land 

was something the Council were still interested in should the 

opportunity arise and that the Council should continue to pursue the 

application to register the Walnut Orchards as a Community Asset. 

126/13 SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB 

RESOLVED: to write to the Football Clubs advising them that 

now work had been completed on the Cricket outfield, future 

football training sessions MUST NOT be held anywhere on the 

Cricket outfield but the portable floodlights should be used to take 

training further back on the field. 

Councillors expressed disappointment that Sports and Social Club 

users did not attend meetings and that little progress appeared to 

have been made and agreed to invite Stephen Whybrow to attend 

the next meeting. 

127/13 TREE WORK 

Councillor Mrs A McLauchlan declared a personal interest and did 

not take part in voting. 

Having considered three quotations it was RESOLVED: to approve 

work to pollard to the poplar tree behind the Village Hall and to 

appoint RBS Tree surgeons at a cost of £400 plus VAT. 

A request from the Village Hall Management Committee to fell or 

pollard the tree in front of the Village Hall as the electricity lines 

run through it were considered. Whilst quotations had been sought 

it was apparent that the presence of the electricity lines meant that 

the only option would be to fell the tree. After some discussion it 

was RESOLVED not to fell a healthy tree and that no action would 

be taken. 

128/13 GENERAL MAINTENANCE WORK – KING GEORGE 

FIELD 

Members noted various maintenance jobs carried out and issued to 

the Village Handyman and were pleased to note improvements to 

all areas. 

RESOLVED: to approve the hiring of a skip to facilitate tidy up of 

the Sports and Social Club garage and taking down of chain link 

fences. The handyman will manage delivery, siting and collection. 

RESOLVED: to approve the purchase of a lockable trunk expected 

to cost approximately £250 - needed for the garage area to store 

oils/diesel safely. 

129/13 ANNUAL PLAY SAFETY INSPECTIONS 
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Members noted receipt of the Annual Independent Play Safety 

Inspection reports and noted the following areas highlighted for 

action which have already been communicated to the Village 

Handyman. 

Matters needing attention from the Annual Play Inspection Report 

 - Repair see saw seat 

  

 - Dog spring mobile - secure ground fixing. Replace hand support 

and foot rest end caps. 

  

 - Bike Spring Mobile - repair wooden seat so no splinter hazards 

  

 - Timber Multiplay unit- replace the blue rope on the Arch Climber 

  

-  Stilt walk (outside gated area) Repair broken off post  

  

- Balance beam - replace middle support post where wood rot 

evident. 

  

Skate Park  

 

- Curved grind rail - holes in tarmac around ground fixing 

should be filled to reduce trip hazards.  

 

Loose fill play surface in children’s play area needs topping up. 

This will be attended to as soon as new fencing installed. (Order 

already placed) 

130/13 BOXTED HISTORY GROUP – GRANT FUNDING 

RESOLVED: to approve grant funding of £50 to assist the Village 

History Recorder’s work. 

131/13 PAYMENT Of ACCOUNTS 

RESOLVED: to approve payment of accounts presented by the 

clerk and incorporating standing orders, direct debits and cheques to 

totalling Parish council £2896.64 Sports and Social Club £361.06 to 

be signed by Councillor Cryer and Councillor McLauchlan in 

accordance with the bank mandate. 

132/13 TIME AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Wednesday 9th April 2014 at 7pm at Boxted Village Hall. 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 

7.40pm. 
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