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BOXTED PARISH COUNCIL 

NOVEMBER 2014 

 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 12TH November 2014 at 

Boxted Village Hall, Cage Lane, Boxted Colchester, Essex commencing at 7pm 

Present: 

Chairman:                

Vice Chairman:  Mrs A McLauchlan 

Councillors:        Councillor Mrs C Damen; Councillor M Parratt; Councillor G 

                              Pugh and Councillor S Lawrence 

The Clerk to the Council: Mrs D Humphris  

Two representatives from Colchester Borough Homes. 

One representative from Dedham Vale Vineyard. 

074/14 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  RESOLVED to accept apologies 

from Councillor T Brentnall, Councillor Mrs R Cryer, Councillor 

Mrs T Wells and Councillor H Large 

075/14 MEETING CHAIRMAN RESOLVED: Vice Chairman 

Councillor Mrs A McLauchlan to chair the meeting in the absence 

of the Council Chairman. 

076/14 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  None 

077/14 THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 8th OCTOBER 2014      

RESOLVED: (unanimously) to approve the Minutes (previously 

circulated) as a true record for signature by the Chairman. 

078/14 SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB 

Representatives of Colchester Borough Homes reported on their 

recent survey of the Sports and Social Club building. Their report 

concludes that around £45k of work is needed to bring the building 

up to standard with £10k - £15k urgent external repairs to make the 

building weather proof and watertight – this figure does not include 

new external windows and doors which would be another £8k - 

£10k and it was noted that some signs of woodworm had been 

spotted although it was not possible to judge the extent of this until 

renovations works had started, which may then add to immediate 

costs. 

Colchester Borough Homes advised that they could manage the 

project of re-furbishment if authorised to do so by the parish 

council. 

With regards to ongoing management of the facility, this is also 

something they could undertake although they would not get 

involved in things such as running the bar - management would be 

facilities management and/or buildings management, and depending 
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on what the parish council wanted them to do they could put 

together a priced package for these services. 

Concerns were raised by councillors about the costs involved, in 

both renovating and ongoing management of the building, 

particularly as the current annual subscriptions paid by the clubs 

only cover day to day running costs. Any contribution by the 

Council equates to funds ultimately coming from local Boxted 

council tax payers when the facility is used by only a handful of 

Boxted villagers, with majority use being from people who do not 

live in the Village. There were concerns that the clubs using the 

building do not contribute to maintenance and management of the 

facility, despite the Council’s understanding that they do make 

profits from running the bar. 

Colchester Borough Homes advised that another option they are 

able to offer, is to commission a report from Whybrows for the 

council to understand the value of the building if properly managed 

as a community asset including looking at funding streams etc. 

These initial reports would be free of charge. 

It was agreed that such a report should be prepared for the Council 

to consider before any agreement is made to spend money on the 

building. 

079/14 CLERKS REPORT  

Members noted the Clerk’s report as follows: 
Planning 

Planning decisions received 

144649 – Ponderosa Cage Lane Boxted- Replace existing residential mobile home 

with a dwelling – APPROVE CONDITIONAL 

145915 – 8 Accommodation Road Boxted – Two storey side and single storey rear 

extension – APPROVE CONDITIONAL 

Financial Regulations – councillor check of bank statements 

Councillor Mrs T Wells has confirmed that bank statements to September 2014 have 

been checked and all is in order. 

Recreation Ground 

Notification received of minor accident at playground during summer holidays. 

Weekly inspections are carried out but immediate additional safety check undertaken 

by handyman and no faults found. 

Playground repairs – two springy toys to be removed as these are beyond economical 

repair. See saw being refurbished – new seats- new seesaw softeners – steel core 

rope on multiplay unit being replaced. – on payments list for approval. 

Handyman Tasks – Risk Assessments 

Emptying bins and litter picking – tidy up kit ordered includes protective gloves and 

litter picker; heavy duty bins bags ordered. –  on payments list for approval 

Little Owls – volunteer gritting of path from Village Hall to pre-school 

Small salt storage box to be kept in SSC garage – salt spreader and shovel – on 

payments list for approval 
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Correspondence received and circulated 

Colchester Borough Council – Tiptree NDP Area Designation 

Colchester Borough Councillor Nigel Chapman – Winter Briefing slides 

Colchester Borough Councillor Christopher Arnold – Traffic volumes in Boxted 

080/14 BOROUGH AND COUNTY COUNCIL AFFAIRS 

Colchester Borough Councillor Nigel Chapman sent his apologies 

for absence. 

081/14 QUESTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 

A representative from Dedham Vale Vineyard provided maps 

detailing proposals for the transformer on Wet Lane to be upgraded 

in order to provide a connection to the National Grid. Expansion 

plans meant that electricity was now needed. Councillors advised 

him to contact Colchester Borough Council for guidance on what 

permission was needed and that as and when a planning application 

was submitted then the Council would be able to comment fully 

then. The Chairman asked about ongoing plans for the vineyard and 

outlined some local concerns about expansion causing traffic 

problems on local roads but was advised that the business was 

mainly wholesale and large lorries would access the site from A134. 

082/14 PLANNING – Members considered the following planning 

applications submitted to Colchester Borough Council and 

RESOLVED: to comment as follows: 

146105 – 2 Rivers Hall Cottages Cooks Hill Boxted– Proposed 

detached garage RECOMMEND REFUSAL as the proposed 

development is too large and out of keeping with the surrounding 

area. 

146156 – Broomfield Farm Chapel Road Boxted – Conversion of 

outbuilding with addition of external stairs –NO OBJECTIONS 

145869 – Southdown Langham Road Boxted – Conversion and 

extension of existing barn and attached yard building to provide a 

separate dwelling with 2 bay detached carport and log store – NO 

OBJECTION 

083/14 NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

Members considered the final submission document and 

RESOLVED that this can now be submitted to Colchester Borough 

Council. 

084/14 PLAY AREA – PLAY SURFACE 

After considering various options it was RESOLVED to approve 

purchase of recycled rubber tyre loose fill for top up and to accept a 

quote of £600 to install this making a total cost of £1400.  

085/14 TRACTOR 

Maintenance 



37 
 

Members noted that recent maintenance work had been undertaken 

and that the tractor was now in satisfactory working order. Doe’s 

highlighted a small problem with the brakes and a small oil leak but 

both Doe’s and the handyman had advised that this was not an issue 

that needed attention at the moment. Further work on the clutch was 

likely to be needed next year. 

Roll Bar 

Members considered two quotes for a roll bar to be fitted and opted 

for the quote from Steve Meyer at £725 which would include a new 

tractor seat which was also needed. 

086/14 WATER BILLS 

RESOLVED: to approve the Anglian Water costs of £3181 for two 

new meters to be fitted for both the Sports and Social Club and the 

Village Hall. Further work is needed by an independent plumber to 

bring the water pipes from each respective building to the point of 

the new meter just outside the Village Hall. It was agreed to 

delegate the Clerk authority to seek quotes and organise the work 

subject to the total cost for all work including the Anglian water 

payment not exceeding £6k.  

Members were advised that the Village Hall have offered a £500 

contribution towards the costs and it was RESOLVED that the 

Sports and Social Club should also contribute £500. 

087/14 TRAINING 

RESOLVED: to approve a contribution of £640 towards the 

Clerk’s continuing professional development training with the 

Society of Local Council Clerks/ University of Gloucester. 

RESOLVED: that in the event of the Clerk leaving the 

employment of Boxted Parish Council the Clerk would be required 

to repay some of the costs as follows: up to 1 year after payment 

made £320 (pro rata for anything less than 1 year) after 2 years no 

repayment due. 

088/14 PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS   RESOLVED to approve payment 

of accounts presented by the clerk incorporating (Parish Council) 

cheque number 001155 - 001168, cheque numbers 001157 and 

001158 being pension payment for November and December and 

Clerk’s salary and standing orders for the Clerk’s salary (November 

and December)  

(Sports and Social Club) standing orders for the Sports and Social 

Club for the cleaner’s salary (November and December ) plus direct 

debits as detailed below and cheque numbers 000088 – 000089. 

 (Neighbourhood Development Plan) cheque number 000027 

All payments signed by Councillor Mrs McLauchlan and Councillor 

G Pugh in accordance with the bank mandate. 
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PAYEE 

 
VAT NET DETAILS 

001155 Inland Revenue 486.82  486.82 Q3 PAYE 

001156 Mrs D Humphris 7.74  7.74 Quarterly BT bill  

001159 CANCELLED    CANCELLED 

001160 Barry Took 605  605 Oct weekly play 

inspections, 

grasscutting, various 

works  

001161 Barry Took 375  375 November weekly 

play inspections, 

grasscutting etc. 

001162 Ernest Doe & Sons 

Ltd 

543.14 90.53 452.61 Tractor repairs 

001163 ESE Direct Ltd 204.20 34.03 170.17 Salt Spreader, 

storage, shovel and 

first aid box for SSC 

garage store 

001164 Bin Liners Direct 55.99 9.33 46.66 Heavy Duty Bin 

Liners for recreation 

ground bins 

001165 The Helping Hand 

Company Limited 

31.20 5.20 26.00 Litter pick, 

protective gloves 

001166 Fenland Leisure 

Products Ltd 

214.44 35.74 178.70 Play equipment spare 

parts 

001167 Anglian Water 3817.20 636.20 3181 Re SSC and VH 

water meters – on 

agenda for approval 

001168 Eastern Waste 

Disposal 

912 152 760 Top up loose fill for 

playground 

SPORTS AND SOCIAL CLUB 

CHEQUE NO PAYEE 
 

Vat NET DETAILS 

D/D 

 

Colchester 

Borough Council 

326.62  326.62 Trade waste 

6 month invoice 

OCTOBER TO 

MARCH – paid by 

monthly d/d 

D/D Colchester 

Borough Council 

54.44  54.44 November direct 

debit 

D/D Colchester 

Borough Council 

54.44  54.44 December direct 

debit 

D/D EON 137.74 6.56 131.18 Monthly electric 

October 

D/D EON 109 5.19 103.81 Monthly electric 

November 

000088 Pitchcare 371.52 61.92 309.60 Grass fertilizer for 

football pitch 

000089 Boxted Parish 

Council 

500.00  500.00 Contribution re new 

water meter 

NDP      

000027 Navigus Planning 1268.28 211.38 1056.90 Consultancy fees 
 

089/14 TIME AND DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Wednesday 12th January 2015 at Boxted Village Hall Cage Lane 

Boxted commencing at 7pm. There is no meeting in December. 
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There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 

8.25pm 

 

 

CHAIRMAN 

 

DATE 
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