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world has changed 
immensely in the last 
few weeks, but amid 

the upheaval and distress, I believe 
that good is coming out of the crisis.   

The last few weeks have seen a real 
increase in the care of, and 
communication with, the more 
vulnerable members of our villages. 
More genuine checking that folk are 
coping; more offers of shopping; 
more respect for others in the sense 
of doing our best not to give them 
the Covid19 virus; and more gratitude 
to NHS staff, Care Workers, 
Cleaners, HGV drivers, haulage 
shipping etc. 

Our wildlife is thriving, I’ve never 
seen, or heard, so many birds singing 
and the blossom in the trees is better 
than I can remember.  

With the huge reduction in flying the 
world is cooling, and the levels of 

carbon dioxide and nitrous oxide are 
falling. The world is being given an 
opportunity to recover a little. 

On that first Easter morning there 
was an empty tomb and now we are 
celebrating this Easter Season with 
empty churches. The tomb could not 
contain Christ, he burst out in 
resurrection; and in a similar way 
church buildings cannot contain 
Christ today. He is with us in the 
world, wherever we are. He is with us 
in the difficult and unusual time that 
we are living in, giving us hope and 
perseverance. 

We all miss our hugs with family and 
friends, but this time will pass and we 
will be together again. As Christians, 
we can trust Jesus to keep us safely in 
his care. 

Please look after yourselves,  

 

OUR 



GOOD NEIGHBOURS: CONTACT PHONE NUMBERS 
(Amended 11 April 2020) 

Monday to Friday 8 am to 7 pm 

Call for help on 

Monday..........230525 or 272773 

Tuesday..........273804 or 271079 

Wednesday....272755 or 272774 

Thursday........322301 or 272599 

Friday.............273301 or 271813 

PLEASE TELEPHONE THE NUMBER(S) 

SHOWN FOR THE DAY ON WHICH YOU 

MAKE YOUR CALL  

If there is no reply, please do not leave a message but RING ANY OTHER NUMBER 

Please note that the second Wednesday contact number is now 272774 
(not 272504 as appears on the leaflets).  

For All Advertising  

Queries ,  contact 

Paul Armstrong 

boxlangads@gmail.com 

Tel:   01206   616604 

Deadline for submissions for the June edition: 20th May.  

Contact the editor via email: lwbnewsletter@gmail.com  



Introducing Steve Pollington, 

your new Editor 

reetings! With effect from 
the present issue, Tim Clarke 

has stood down from the editorial 
role due to his many other 
commitments and I have agreed to 
take over the reins  - just as we are 
in the throes of COVID-19 and 
the resultant far-reaching changes 
in all our lives.  

A little about me: In the past I 
have been the editor of a quarterly 
magazine devoted to history, as 
well as an author and contributor 
to a range of periodicals from The 
Reader and Moyen Age to some 
obscure academic publications. 

Both my wife, Deborah, and I 
were born in Essex but we have 
only recently moved to Boxted. 
We fell in love with the area after a 
long house-hunting campaign, and 
feel very much at home here. 

I hope to continue Tim’s excellent 
work  in providing a forum for the 
residents of both parishes.  
Although we are presently living 

through uncertain times, I will be 
particularly keen to hear about 
forthcoming events in the area 
related to clubs and societies, and 
to receive reports on past events. 
So if your group is inviting a guest 
speaker, or arranging an outing to 
a place of interest, or organising a 
fun-day, I need to know about it. I 
will do my best to include them all, 
but I need to know in good time! 

 you can see, the overall format 
of the newsletter has changed 
with the introduction of colour 

and a new size more suited to booklet 
production.  

This edition is being distributed 
electronically; there are no plans to offer 
a printed version at this time due to the 
risks involved in its physical distribution. 

Contact the editor via email: 
lwbnewsletter@gmail.com  

 

AS 
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Digital Help at Boxted Hub 

There will be no digital help at the Hub 

for the time being, but fear not! You 

can still go online and get help and 

support.   

www.colchester.gov.uk/

digitalaccesssupport/  

Boxted Parish Council’s new 
website can be accessed at: 
boxtedparishcouncil.org.uk 

 

100 CLUB  MARCH DRAW  

The lucky winners are :  

1. Sylvia and Ken Hemmings (70) 

2. John Smith (41) 

3. Ian Hollands (28) 

4. Sallie West (79) 



 

St Helena offers support to all 
those who have been bereaved in 
north and mid Essex, regardless of 
the cause of death or when or 
where the individual has 
died.  
D u r i n g  t h e  g l o b a l 
coronavirus pandemic, we are 
facing a tragic loss of life, 
often under very difficult 
circumstances including social 
isolation. 
Because of pressures on 
frontline services, and 
restrictions on visiting to 
hospitals etc, we understand 
that the death of your loved 
one may feel particularly 
traumatic. 
At St Helena, we provide 
bereavement support to all, no 
matter the cause of death. 
The death of your loved one does 
not have to be related to 
coronavirus, or have taken place during 
the pandemic or lockdown, and you do 
not need to have had support from St 
Helena prior to your referral for 
bereavement support. 
Each person is affected differently by 
bereavement and we aim to support 
you by helping your life to go on in the 
face of bereavement.  
The support we offer to you is 
dependent, on and tailored to, 

your needs, which we identify in 
your assessment based on the 
answers you give in your referral. 

If you are bereaved at this time, 
you can refer yourself online at 
sthelena.org.uk/referrals or call 
01206 984 274 for further 
information and support. 
You can find further information about St 
Helena’s bereavement service on their website, 
as well as useful resources and documents. 
V i s i t  s t h e l e n a . o r g . u k /
bereavement. 

Bereavement support for everyone in North Essex 



=== Advertisement === 

SIX free and easy 

ways for family and 
friends to stay in 

virtual touch 
 

t’s fair to say the past few months 
have been very disruptive with Covid-
19 and the government lockdown 

temporarily restructuring our way of life in 
rapid and profound ways. 

What has become very clear is that the 
internet has become our fourth utility, 
essential for providing entertainment, 
remote working and educating children – 
especially for those of us in more remote 
rural communities. 

But perhaps most important is staying in 
virtual touch with family and friends as 
there’s nothing like seeing their faces to 
boost everyone’s spirits. However, with so 
many online services available, it can be 
hard to know where to begin. 

So, here are six easy to use platforms to 
help get you started – and they’re all free. 
For video calls from a laptop or PC, you 
will need a webcam, microphone and 
speakers/headphones: 
 

 1. FACETIME 

Video-call an individual or group. Easy to 
use but only works with Apple devices 
(iPhones, iPads, MacBooks etc.). The app 
should come pre-installed. 

 2. FACEBOOK MESSENGER 

Share messages/photos/videos and video-
call an individual or group. Available on 

most smartphones and tablets with a 
desktop version for laptops/PCs. If you 
already have a Facebook account, just 
download the app. 

 3. WHATSAPP 

Share messages/photos/videos and video-
call an individual or group. Available on 
most smartphones but not usually on 
tablets. For longer calls or with more than 
one person, it’s better to use a service 

accessible on devices with bigger screens. 

 4. SKYPE 

Video-call an individual or a group. 
Available on smartphones, tablets and 
laptops/PCs. However, for those less savvy 
with technology, the platform can be a bit 
more complicated to use than others on 
this list. 

 5. GOOGLE DUO 

Video-call an individual or a group. 
Available on most devices but mostly 
Android smartphones. If everyone in 
your family has as iPhone it’s often 
easier to use FaceTime as the app 
comes pre-installed. 

 6. ZOOM (FREE TRIAL) 

Video call an individual or a group of 
people. Very similar to Skype but 
traditionally used more by businesses. 

I 



A friendly welcome at 

LANGHAM COMMUNITY SHOP 

Telephone orders only for local delivery        9-11am daily 

01206 272431  

www.langhamcommunityshop.org.uk 

Please mention the Newsletter when replying to advertisements 

However, works just as well for 
family catch ups and very easy to use. 
When setting up a call, create a 
‘password’ people have to enter when 
joining for security. 
 

he above platforms all require a 
stable and reliable internet 

connection which can be tricky with 
more of us at home and traffic moving 
from roads to routers. That’s why at 
County Broadband we’re building new 
Hyperfast full-fibre networks to provide 
lightning-fast speeds up to 1,000mbps only 
available to 10% of UK households. 

We’re also putting together some 
exciting new offers for customers 
who sign up to our network so stay 
tuned. For the latest updates and to 
get Hyperfast full-fibre, visit 
www.countybroadband.co.uk 

T 



he March meeting was a talk 
b y  s e l f - c o n f e s s e d 
galanthophile, Guy Barker - 

aka The Naked Gardener - on 
Snowdrops and Spring Treasures. 
Guy had brought along several 
different Snowdrops,  and it was 
truly amazing to learn  that there 
were so many varieties of 
Snowdrops with different shape, 
perfume and format. We also 
learnt their best care to increase 
their numbers each year. 
Guy had also brought along 
various examples of shrubs etc. 
that we could reasonably expect to 
see in bloom in our gardens at this 
time of the year. From humble 
daffodils and narcissus to exotic 

magnolia blooms and shrubs. With 
a clever planting choice, we could 
hope for a garden full of colour 
even at this time of the year and 
whatever the weather brings. 
Altogether a very informative talk 
delivered in a humorous manner 
followed by a very useful question 
and answer session. 
 

Due to the Corona virus 
outbreak, the meetings and 
planned events are currently 
suspended until further 
notice.  When  the group is to 
be resumed will be publicised 
in due course.  
 

In the meantime we hope that 
everyone stays safe and well.  

T 
LANGHAM  LADIES 

e meet the first Wednesday 
of the month at the 
Langham Community 

Centre. Our ladies do beautiful 
work be it patchworking, 
crocheting, knitting, tapestry or 
bead work et al.  
Very friendly sociable group of 
like-minded ladies who are happy 
to help people who want to learn 
as well. Our fee is £26 for six 
months subscription and includes 

tea and coffee and end-of-year 
buffet for all.  
Our members come from all over 
but not so many from Langham so 
we'd like to spread the word. 
Ladies can come along for free to 
see what we do. 
Email: chrissy.todd73@gmail.com 
for any additional information. 
Mob: 07742131454 
 
Check in advance for meeting plans  

CRAFTY  LADIES  GROUP 

W 



SESAW is currently closed.  However if 
you have an animal, or know of one, in 
urgent need please contact us.  Ring 01787 
210888 leaving your name and most 
importantly your number then a brief 
description of the problem.  The 
answerphone is regularly checked and we will 
ring you back. 

Please note, cats cannot transmit COVID-19 
to humans but could possibly carry the virus 
for a short time if someone with it had 
handled them.  If someone in your 
household is displaying COVID-19 
symptoms it is advisable not to let your cat 
out.  Obviously for some cats this could be 
very stressful and they may need to go out, if 
only for a short time.  Entire cats should not 
be let out at all until they have been neutered 
to prevent unwanted pregnancies.  In all 
cases after touching your cat, wash your 
hands. 

Work goes on looking after the animals at 
the Centre, unfortunately our fund raising 
activities are now suspended.  If you are able 
to support SESAW animals by making a 
donation it  would be great ly 
appreciated. Visit our website to donate via 
Just Giving or send a cheque made payable to 
SESAW. 

Keep safe until we meet again 
Suffolk & Essex Small Animal Welfare, Reg.Charity No.1124029, 

Stoke Road, Leavenheath, CO6 4PP.   Tel: 01787 

210888, www.sesaw.co.uk   

 

 

 

LANGHAM COMMUNITY SHOP 

Thursdays - 9 am to 12.30 pm 

 

All Royal Mail services 

Parcel Force 

Licences 

Foreign currency to order 

Banking for most UK banks 

 

Little Owls Pre School Boxted 

Ofsted registered 

www.littleowlsboxted.co.uk 

Phone: 01206 273226 

Email: littleowlsboxted@live.co.uk 

Please mention the Newsletter when replying to advertisements 



At Your Service 

ADVERTISING QUERIES SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO BOXLANGADS@GMAIL.COM 

CARISMA BODYTECH LTD 

YOUR LOCAL GARAGE 

Services   Repairs   Bodywork MOT    Insurance work 

01206 228221 

carisma.kerry@btconnect.com 

Brookhouse Farm Boxted Road  

Colchester CO4 5HH 

 

By p lacing  an ADVERT  in  th is  newslet ter  you could  advert ise  YOUR  
bus iness  to  over   

1,100  
households and businesses in Boxted & Langham!  

 
 Various sized spaces available  

Please mention the Newsletter when replying to advertisements 

J B BOILERS 

Oil Boiler & Aga Maintenance  

Mobile: 07885-504036 



FARM   &  WOODLAND  SERVICES 

BOB’S LOGS & KINDLING 

Open fire/wood burner               Barn stored 

Mobile: 07733 326644 

Tel: 01206 391146 

USE 
LANGHAM   COMMUNITY   SHOP   

AS YOUR   

DELIVERY ADDRESS 

JOHN  TOKELY              
Painter  & Decorator 

No job too large or small.  

9 Nayland Road Colchester  CO4 5EG 

Mobile: 07976 848310               

Tel: 01206 845665 

 
STEVE  RAYNER        
House/Garden Maintenance 

Grass/Hedge cutting  *  Weed control     

Clearance   *   Small tree work   

Gutters cleared   *  Gates / Fencing 

Shed Services        

Mobile: 07709 972728    

 
BS GARDEN   

MAINTENANCE 
Hedge & Grass Cutting  *  Pruning         Planting  *  Painting & Odd Jobs  *   

Winter Logs 

Mobile: 07513 150526               

Tel: 01206 273292  

  

At Your Service 

ADVERTISING QUERIES SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO BOXLANGADS@GMAIL.COM 

 

YOUR PARCELS  

STORED UNTIL COLLECTED 

Collection charge £1.50 

Langham Community Shop 

School Road   Langham 

Colchester    Essex   CO4 5PA 

 ANGLIA   LANDSCAPES 

01206 272357 

All groundworks carried out 

Suppliers of: 

       *10mm stone    *Sand *       *20mm stone    
*Topsoil                   *Plainings    *Crushed concrete 

Collected or delivered              

Please mention the Newsletter when replying to advertisements 

HAI RDRESSER  IN  LAN GHAM  

≈ Ladies & Gents trim £10  Child £8   

≈ Blowdry  £12 / £15 set £12 

 ≈ Regrowth tint £28 /£31 inc b/dry   

≈ Perms inc set / b/dray £34 / £39    

≈ Foils inc b/dry £28/£33/£38 

Ca l l  K at r ina  on  233435  



 

Simmons Building Services  

(South East) Ltd 
New Build, Extensions, Refurbishments, 

Groundworks, Driveways, Patios  

Priory House, Boxted Straight Road, Colchester  CO4 5RB 

Telephone:  01206 273375 

Mobile:  07961 932476 

danny@simmonsbuildingservices.co.uk 

 

 At Your Service 

ADVERTISING QUERIES SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO BOXLANGADS@GMAIL.COM 

Please mention the Newsletter when replying to advertisements 



Computer Maintenance & Repairs 

Virus Removal – Upgrades – Email Problems 

           Networks & WIFI – Printer Issues/Setup 

 

Friendly, helpful on site service 

Call me on: 07929 919599 

Hunnaball Funeral Service 

York House  41 Mersea Road Colchester 

Caring personal service from a family business 

Immediate attention anytime, please contact: 

TREVOR, MELANIE or SAUL HUNNABALL 

Tel: COLCHESTER 760049 

PEST CONTROL 

Domestic and commercial. 
All Insects and Rodents 

 
   Incl. Rats. Mice, Moles, Rabbits Wasps 

    Cockroach, Bed-Bugs Ants. Etc. 
 

***Bird control and netting*** 
      

Fast Friendly Service.     
 

07432 441949 
 
                  Cage Lane Boxted. CO4 5RE  

All Colchester postcodes, plus Ipswich and 
surrounding area 

XJR41@AOL.COM 

PW BODY REPAIRS LTD 

Insurance work, Dents/Scuffs, End of lease cars, Vans, Motorhomes 

and Caravans  

01206 323126/ 07785 268971 

pwbodyrepairs@gmail.com 

Birchwood Farm Unit W, Birchwood Road CO7 6HX 

 

FUTURE ELECTRICAL LTD  

YOUR  LOCAL   ELECTRICIANS 

Call Chris on  272494 or 07798 865377 

Free quotations     Qualified & Registered 

Family Business           future_@mail.com 





WHEELCHAIR   LOAN 

   The Short Term Wheelchair Loan Charity (Reg. 

No.112657, www.wheelchairloancharity.com), based at the Essex 

County Hospital, helps people needing the short-term use 

of a wheelchair.  The chairs are for all ages and reasons.  The 

service is a perfect interim solution if you require a wheel-

chair for an occasion such as a holiday, a wedding or to help 

accommodate a visiting relative.  The service is funded by 

donations and is free to users, although a deposit of £40 

from borrowers is asked for. 

  Enquiries may be phoned to 01206 744696 or emailed to 

wheelchairloan@gmail.com 

mark & peter graves 

carpenters & general builders 
 

a family run business providing a professional  

service and quality workmanship at competitive rates.  

 

general interior & exterior property improvements/maintenance 

including: painting, kitchen installation, shelving, cupboards, ward-

robes,  flooring, windows, doors, architraves, skirting boards, gutter-

ing, fascias, roofs, extensions, conversions, renovations, garages, 

new build, decking, patios, fencing, sheds and barns. 

all jobs considered 

tel: 07889 947150 (day) or  

01206 271173 (evening) 

Michael J Byles 

Plumbing & Heating 

Oil Boiler Installations         Servicing & Maintenance 

Oftec Registered 

General Plumbing & Heating work also undertaken 

Telephone 01206 822225    Mobile 07717 012433 

E –mail: michaeljbyles @aol.com 

 

For  ALL  Advertising  Queries  

contact 

Paul Armstrong 

boxlangads@gmail.com 

Tel:   01206 616604 

Please mention the Newsletter when replying to advertisements 



NEED TO TALK TO SOMEONE? 

SAMARITANS 

Available 24 hours a day 

116 123 

34 Walsingham Rd,  

Colchester CO2 7BP  

Open 10am to 8pm daily 

01206 561234  

 
THE PARISH OF  LANGHAM 

WITH BOXTED 

Contact Details 

Website      www.lb-churches.co.uk 

Rector  The Revd Dr Mandy Elmes,  

The Rectory  Church Close  West Bergholt, CO6 3JZ     

Tel.: 240906 Mobile: 07872 649967 

Email: revmandyelmes@btinternet.com 

Lay Minister   Denise Hobday      230918 

Church Administrator  Liz Dixon     243683 

Email:  lwb.wb.gh.parishes@gmail.com 

 

Churchwardens   
St Mary’s Langham 

Stephen Garner               272599  

Sgarner.22@btinternet.com 

Denise Hobday                 230918  

hobdaylangham@hotmail.com 

St Peter’s Boxted 

Graham Pullen   273804  

gpullen@uwclub.net 

Dominic Shiel  273324 

Zone                    

Dominic Sheil        273324 

 

St Mary & St Peter Newsletter 

Editor   Stephen Pollington    683670 

Email:     lwbnewsletter@gmail.com  

Advertising  Paul Armstrong    616604 

Email:                 boxlan-
gads@gmail.com  

Distribution     

Ann Barnard  (Boxted)   272349 

Andrew Stacey (Langham)   272806 

BOXTED VILLAGE HALL 

Cage Lane, Boxted , CO4 5RE 

 

Contact  

Debbie Eley 

Telephone:- 01206 870266 

Email:-  boxted@community-

centre.org.uk 

 

THE HALL IS  

PRESENTLY CLOSED 
 

 

If you have any new clubs or events planned 

in the future, please consider using the village 

hall as a venue. 

Deadline for submissions for 
the June edition: 20th May.  

Contact the editor via email: 
lwbnewsletter@gmail.com  


